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ENTERTAINMENT/TGIF

Pozted on: Friday, July 3, 2009

Tihati's Cha Thompson shares D.C. lu'au
memories

Jet the scoop on when the Obamas will next visit Isles

=k Print thiz page &6 E-mail thiz article
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By Wayne Harada

The Obamas are heading to Hawal' this December.

i R s e That's one of the untold morsels — shared by

ACDlade  Michelle Obarna with Cha Thompson — during

Simple & New Trading Arena : : .
Trade options now. Mo Fees. last Thursday's White House [u'au, staged by

} Only $100 Deposit to start! Up to Thompson and her Tihati Froductions 'ohana

75% Return in 1 Hour Leam an the South Lawn.
more Pilialoha GaizondTihati Productions photos

Congressional delegates and their families
attended, about 2 500 altogether, with media

= o "l Cured My Wrinkles” coverage aplenty that should at least throw
Fead how a stay-at-home mom

discovered the secret to reverse
wrinkles for less than $10
Learn more

Tihati dancers at the White House [W'au.

same sparks into Hawai'l's sinking visitor
cournt.

The revelation of the first family's haliday plans
emerged In a one-on-one conversation

| Look 20 Years Younger between the first lady and Thompson.

| Hemoved The Signs Of Aging

From My Skin In & Days For “We'l see you back hame in December,” Mrs.
Free.... Learn more

CObama tald Thompson, a Honolulu-based
Folynesian show producer who also did a salo

hula at the summer bash.

Blood Pressure Miracle

. It was no surdrise that sward-winning chef Amid Tihati troupers, the Ohamaszs, in lei, flank Cha Thompzon,
h Hugh Downs reports on _ i _ g . arganizer of the lawn Iu'auw, which replaced the conventional
| breakthrough artery clearing Alan VWang was tapped to provide the Ju'au White House picnic usually held for Congress members and

secret. Learn more menu; the Obamas dine at his Alan VWong's their families.

flagship restaurant when they're in the lslands.
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=0 how did the president designate the Tihati Online Six Sigma Training
Why Pay To Look Younger? . : L e
How a stay-at-home morm cured organization to do the entertainment? uam IR I AE: FrO L ST
her wrinkles for less than $10 _ Yillanowall.com
Learn more Cpralyemiay:racommmantaa-tnem; Hot Stock Alert - EVSO
Solar Power Your Porbolio Witk Evolubion Solar
"| asked a social secretary in Michelle's office, =t

EvolutionSolar.com
Just how did we get asked?' " said Thompson.
d H Honolulu Mortgage Protection Insur.

Turns out it was the broadcast mogul, who last Fays off your modgage in the evemt of your
August similarly enlisted the Tihati talent to perform at an exclusive soiree at The Lodge at Koele on fﬂﬁtﬁe”"’ee e
ITe . :am

Lana'i, where 30 Tihati dancers, singers, conch shell blowers and fire knife dancers performed. 1afi A Nioet 11E IR KATRes Reviatued

We meyiewed the top oleanss brands. Dort get
"I lipped out,” said Thompson. "They talked to Oprah!” foped off.

ColonRewview. com

Thompson — still on an emotional high — had lots of other observations:

MORE ENTERTAINMENT HEADLINES

"The president i1s a good kisser; he kissed me on the cheeks. He has not lost that aloha kiss. And
s TGl Sunday &

he's also a hugger. We hugged, a couple of times.

He talks =0 normal, you have to remind yourself he's the leader of the free world. Looks exactly like ENTERTAINMENT ALERTS

Erter cell phone number to get
entertainment text meszages:

O o bt

he is on TV ," she said of the president. "The first lady is tall, that's why she usually wears flats.”

When President Obama first appeared on the South Lawn, he was swarmed by the party-hearty

paliticos, said Thompson. He said, "Guys, will you excuse me. | gotta go see my people from

Hawall," and grabbed Thompson's hand befare exchanging hugs. Standard messaging rates or other charges apply . To opt out, text
STOP to 4IMFO (446367, For more information, text HELP 1o 4IMFO

She addressed him as Mr. President. He correctly called her Cha pronounced as in Charlene, her (44636). Contact your carrier for more details.

full name (some folks mistakenly pronounce Cha as it sounds in Charlie). Sign up for more alerts »

ohe was in a kiss-kiss mood. "l kissed the children. | kissed Bo (the first dog). The president and

the first lady shoaok everyone's hand. Everyone in the cast had a chance to take pictures. ADS BY PULSE 360 N e

Honolulu Mortgage Protection Insur.

Fays off your morgage in the event of your death. Get a
free guote!

wonny RAALITE. com

The first lady and the girls, Sasha and Malia, walked over to the Tihati performers to say aloha. "It
was all just amazing," said Thompson.

The first family dressed casually; the president avoids aloha shits, so0 chose a plain blue/purple _ _
short-sleeve number, accentuated by an orchid lei; Michelle chose a floral-print dress, "kind of like Top Diet Aids Featured on Oprah

spring, so definitely aloha wear,” said Thompson, "The children had aloha wear.” Sgreagcfaeiatured ihese BIkASSEELAILShBnel i Bont

: ; : we. SlIM3ES.com
There was local-style, good-fun rivalry, about crosstown high schoal loyalties.

Top 3 Colon Detox Cleanses Reviewed
“The president shouted, "Wha's from Punahou?' " said Thompsan, "And Afatia (son Afatia Thompson) e reviewed the top cleanse brands. Don't getripped off.

said, Me. Class of 96.' The president said, 'Oh, I'm 79." And those of us fram Farrington and Kahuky — SolonReview.com
bleww them to the ground; it was fun kind teasing, not bad kind."

There was one gotta-do thing. "l told Michelle, " ou touched the queen of England; can | touch you?” Related Stories

" said Thompson, embracing her.
H : £ m Tennis: Williams sisters win Wimbledon doubles tile

The Tihati group spent hours in the YWhite House. Rehearsal space was provided; dressing room o _ _
space, ton, though a tent on the lawn was erected for quick-changes during the three halt-hour Sl B s s Al

performances.

"“WWe rehearsed just outside the Oval Office,” said Thompson. "The president must have bheen inside;
the doars were closed. Then, lights came on at darkness; we could see the light shining in the
cracks of the door.”

oecurity was tight. "It was like airport security; dogs snifted our luggage, we had our IDs checked,”
said Thompsan.

=en. Daniel K. Akaka's office arranged a White House tour for the Tihati group.
"In the White House tour, | stood in front of Hillary Clinton's picture. 'Oh, | love you, too,' | said.

"The docents told us that every room is used — like a living museum. YWe were told about one of the
presidents, in the 1800=, and | asked the docent if he was aware that the anly palace in America is
in Hawail? That it had flushing toilets, hot water, phones and electricity — befare the YWhite
House® That was one of the lasting things | remembered about being an ‘lolani Palace docent
myself.”

Hawal''s congressional delegation attended the lu'au — Sen. Daniel k. Inouye and his new bride;
Alkaka and his wife, and Congressman Meil Abercrombie. "It was a surprise to see Congressman
Faleomavaega (Eni Hunkin), delegate from American Samoa, wearing a Tihati shirt," said Thampson.

Everyone in the Tihati entourage was under the presidential spell. "The president had an arm an
(Tihati comptraller) Alan Kutaka's shoulder; someone shot a photo with Alan's back and Obama's
hand, but there are no faces.” Mo matter. Kutaka-san has an Fwas-there-treasure.

Thompson has ane regret. "l didn't get his autograph.”

Reach Wayne Harada at 266-0026 or wayneharada(gmall com. His Show Bz column runs in
Sunday's fsland Life sechion. Read his blog at http A showandtell honadvblogs. com.

Reach Wayne Harada at wayneharadalbgmall com,
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